SATURDAY 4 OCTORER 2008

ne day in July 2008, M R Vikram

and I, long-time friends, decided

that we stop complaining about
the lack of intellectual enterpriss in the
city and put our thoughts in action - and
then, well, Manthan was born,

Manthan literally means churning, a
mother's ‘manthan’ to extract butter
from out of buttermilk. This Manthan
was to be one of thoughts and Ideas.

It was i rainy eveningin August 2006
| with complete power outage when Man-
than got kicked off by Shantha Sinha,
Magsasay awardee The talk by Prof
Aditya Mukherjes on post-independ-
ence economic history, in candle Hght
and to a packed sudience, set the tone
for future manthans, It has been an in¢
vigorating time since then - despite anx-
leties and difficultios

The Manthan model ks simple. got
thought leader and place him or her in
front of the members. After a talk of
about an hour, the speaker and the ay-
dience invalves in intense, noholds
barred manthan (debate) of idess. Pure
exhilaration.

So many outstanding people have had
un evening of manthan with us, Our
members have participated in debutes
with people like Dr P M Bhargava, Justice
Raghuram, Javed Akhtar, Dr Jayapradoash
Narayan, Subroto Bagehi, Prof Trilochan
Sastry, Dr Thomas Bak, Barun Mitra, Prof
Rajen Harehe, Prof Adityn Mukherjos, Prof
Mridula Mukherjee, Dr Evita Fernandes,
D Sudhalkar Krishoamurti, Mant Shankar
and many others,

Members have enjoyed debates on o wide

variety of subjects. Dr Jayaprakash
Narayan - on reservations policy and Indi-
an polity in the 21st century. Prof

Sastry - on recent successes in lmproving
democracy. Dr P M Bhargava on atheism -

that God wans man's creation, and on home

opathy being a great fraud. Justice Raghu.
ram's scholarly views on judicial activism
Dr Bak on what Europe con learn from In

dia. Javed Akhtar recitied poetry
and had n freeflowing interac
tive session. Additionally even
topics liks democracy, sex, naxil
ism, ethics in medicine, Knshmir
films etc. The annual Budget
Analyses bring the Union Budget
to the citizens the same ovening
us the Budget is presented and

The Manthan Journey

are 4 big draw

The simple model of Manthan works
well. Ensy membership.  Nononsense,
fixed format, nodelay meetings in an lntl-
mate ambience. Vibrant, intense debates.
Members Jove it

As Important as the meetings, continu-
ous debates go on among the members on
the internet. The Manthan Yahoo Group 1s
a platform to members (o freely, and at
length, debate various issues, often in pur-
allel. Many thoughts, idess and issues are
debated on the group which is not possible
in the physical meetings. Committed man-
thanites ensure that debates on a varfety of
subjects is always on.

It wa obvious that there were enough
peaple who had similar interests and would
love to be part of an activity offering intel-
lectual stimulation. But to find a great, vi-
brant, eager group of members was heart.
ening, And to ses them doing passionate de-
bates with speakers for long hours was
amazing. Members include professionals
and businessmen,

housawives and stu-
dents, buréaucrats.
executives and the re-
tired - of all ages and
from all walks of life
Like good things in
life, membership to
Manthan |s free, and
open to all
Hopefully, Manthax
has provided Hydos
abad o forum for pub
lie discourse and in
tellectunl activity Buf
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